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TAGS: PINT, IZ 

SUBJECT: JULY 14 CELEBRATIONS 

1 . OTHER THAN THE EXCEPTIONAL (VEN FOR BAGHDAD) HEAT 
WAVE, THE FIRST PHASE OF THE ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 
PASSED WITHOUT ANY PARTICULARLY NOTEWORTHY DEVELOPMENTS. 
PRESIDENT BAKR IS SCHEDULED TO DELIVER A MAJOR 

ADDRESS ON THE EVENING OF THE 16TH, WHICH MAY MARK THE 
MOST SIGNIFICANT SINGLE EVENT. 

2. THE ARRIVALS OF DELEGATIONS PRAISING IRAQ AND 
STRESSING CLOSE TIES OF FRIENDSHIP, AND THE RECEIPT OF 
BOTH DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN CONGRATULATORY TELEGRAMS, 

ALL LISTED IN TEDIOUS DETAIL, SHARED DOMINANCE OF THE 
MEDIA WITH THE LONG LIST OF ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE REVOLUTION 
IN ALL FIELDS. SADDAM HUSSEIN S SPEECH TO OIL MINISTRY 
EMPLOYEES, IN WHICH HE STRONGLY STRESSED INDEPENDENCE 

AS THE BASIS FOR DEVELOPMENT, WAS THE MAJOR 

PUBLIC APPEARANCE OF THE LEADERSHIP CONNECTED WITH THE 
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JULY 14 ANNIVERSARY. 

3. BLOC DELEGATIONS APPEARED TO BE OF THE LOWER-RANKING 
LEVEL THAT WAS GENERALLY ANTICIPATED. THEY HAVE SHARED 
PRESS COVERAGE WITH THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE COMOROS AND 
MALDIVES, INTER ALIA, AND ARE REPORTEDLY BEING HANDLED 
WITH COOL CORRECTNESS BY THEIR HOSTS. 
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4. ONE POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT SIGN IS THE RELATIVELY 
MINOR ROLE THAT IS STILL BEING GIVEN TO MINDEF ADNAN 
KHAIRALLAH. AT THE MAJOR MILITARY-RELATED CEREMONY, LAYING OF 
WREATHS AT UNKNOWN SOLDIERS TOMB, KHAIRALLAH WAS PRESENT 
AS AN RCC MEMBER ONLY, THE REST OF THE ARMED FORCES 
ACTIVITIES BEING PLACED IN THE HANDS OF THE CHIEF 

OF STAFF OR LESSER LIGHTS. ONE OF THE LATTER, REPRESENTING 
THE POLITICAL GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT OF THE MINISTRY, 

DELIVERED THE PRINCIPAL SPEECH AT THE CELEBRATIONS. 

5. COMMENT: THE CITY SEEMS CALM AND RELAXED - IF PARBILED - 
AND THE CITIZENRY APPEARS TO BE ENJOYING THE CELEBRATIONS. 

ALL ATTENTION IS NOW FOCUSED ON BAKR'S SPEECH 

WHICH WILL UNDOUBTEDLY RECEIVE EXTENSIVE COVERAGE. 
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